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An accurate Census Bureau Master 
Address File (MAF) is fundamental to 

holding an accurate census

• The MAF is a list of all the addresses in the United 
States.

• Used to determine which homes receive a census 
form and enumerator follow-up.

• The Census Bureau relies on a complete and 
accurate MAF to reach every residence and 
associated population for inclusion in the census.
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The Local Update of Census Addresses (LUCA) 
Program: 



Unconventional housing is a major source (30-50% ) of 
the undercount observed in some HTC communities 
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Opportunity for intervention and 
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Selecting Census Tracks

Algorithm

Consultations with CBOs and canvassers

Census Data
% Apartment Units; Poverty; Foreign Born; 

Population Density; Year Home Built

Satellite Images
ALLEYS and housing density

/ 
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Recruited a team 
of  canvassers 
through local 

CBOs

Fresno Languages:  
English, Spanish, 

Mixteco and Hmong

Stockton Languages:
English, Spanish, 

Khmer 
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Assembling a Canvassing Team

 



1.5 Hours 
workshop on 
the census

2 Hours Field 
Training
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Training a Canvassing Team
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What were we looking for????
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• securely send 
information about 
identified 
unconventional 
housing units 
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Input data through text-based 
canvassing tool
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~ Census Outreach MANAGE CD 
Typically replies instantly 

-What type of housing is on the 
property? Please reply with a 
letter: 
L Low visibility (Multiple 
entrances) 
M Multiple families within one 
unit 

How many housing units, 
including low visibility ones, are 
at this address? Please enter a 
number such as 2. 

Of the 2 unit(s) . How many are 
low visibility housing units? 
Please enter a number between 
0 and 2 . 
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Details 

e Community Connect 

Send My Current Location 

Share My Location 

Do Not Disturb 

Images Attachments 

Done 

> 
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➔ Surveyed 23 Census Block Groups in 20 Fresno 
Census Tracts over 8 days

➔ ~10,000 household units 
➔ Identified 606 unconventional housing units

■ 279 Garages
■ 152 Sheds
■ 106 Apartments
■ 27 RVs/Trailers

➔ 6.3% increase in household units
■ Range between 0.9-19.4%

POTENTIAL IMPACT FOR FRESNO
$20-40 MILLION

Unconventional housing units are 
prevalent in the City of Fresno
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➔ Surveyed 15 Census Tracts over 12 days 
■ 2 partially
■ ~18,000-19,000 household units

➔ Identified 580 unconventional housing units
➔ ~3% increase in household units

POTENTIAL IMPACT FOR 
STOCKTON

$18-36 MILLION

Preliminary Stockton Results
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Community-based address canvassing 
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1186 submissions sent 
to the State of CA

● will be considered by the Census Bureau to be 
added to the MAF

● will include date/time stamp of canvassing for 
use during LUCA appeals process Summer 2019

● quick, effective and cheap way to enhance LUCA 
process with big ROI

● previously invisible households will receive a 
census form and non-response follow-up



The Census Bureau Will Conduct 
In-Field Address Canvassing in 2019

• cover ~30% of the United States
– priority will be disaster areas and remote rural areas like 

Alaska and Maine
• Advocacy Opportunity

– go where in-field address canvassing is most needed!
– allocate funds appropriately to canvass areas with a large 

number of immigrants and unconventional housing units
Population

• Alaska ~740,000
• Maine ~1.3 million
• Fresno County ~975,000
• San Joaquin County ~734,000



THANK YOU!!!! 
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