C. The 2020 U.S. Census

Directions: Answer the Anticipatory Question, then read the excerpt below, review the chart and answer the
questions that follow.

Anticipatory Question: Why might it be important for the U.S. government to know the number of immigrants who
enter the United States? One of the sources for the chart is the “2000 Census,” what do you know about the Census?

Census Background Information

The Census Bureau's mission is to serve as the nation’s leading provider of quality data about its people and economy.
We honor privacy, protect confidentiality, share our expertise globally, and conduct our work openly. We are guided on
this mission by scientific objectivity, our strong and capable workforce, our devotion to research-based innovation, and
our abiding commitment to our customers.

Thomas Jefferson directed the first census in 1790. As required by the U.S. Constitution, a census has been taken every
10 years thereafter. In 1840, the Census Act authorized the establishment of a centralized Census Office. In 1902, the
Census Office became a permanent organization within the Department of Interior. A year later, it was renamed the
Bureau of the Census and moved to the new Department of Commerce and Labor. The Decennial Census is the once-a-
decade population and housing count of all 50 states, the District of Columbia, Puerto Rico and the Island Areas as
required by the U.S. Constitution. The results of the decennial census determine the number of seats for each state in
the U.S. House of Representatives and are used to draw congressional and state legislative districts and to distribute
more than $675 billion in federal funds each year. (Bureau, 2019)

1. Describe the “mission” of the Census Bureau.

2. Describe three uses of data collected in the Census.



