What are the most significant factors that might cause California’s population to be undercounted?

Day 3 | 50 minutes

Learning
Objective

undercounted and cite evidence to support their claim.

Students will be able to state in writing a significant factor(s) that might cause California’s population to be

Introduction

Explain to students that they will be getting back into their groups from yesterday to write a letter
to their state and federal representatives explaining the importance of the census and the potential
factors that might cause California to be undercounted.

Inform them that before they begin writing the letter, they will use the internet to identify their
elected representatives (links provided on the student handout). (If you don’t have a class set of
devices you can do this together as a class and have students record their representatives together.)

Explain to students that they will write one letter as a group to be submitted for a grade. They will

copy and paste the same letter (remember to change the greeting) to each of their representatives.

Review the criteria and the rubric (in student packet) with the class

e Materials: access to internet and computer or other electronic device, printed copies of the
student handout (or make them available to students online).

e Accommodations and Supports: students should be encouraged to review their notes and
written responses from Days 1 and 2. Teacher should be circulating throughout the room to
check for understanding and respond to questions.

Possible Extension Activity
Have the students look at maps of their congressional, state senate and assembly districts. Students
may also locate three field offices for each of their representatives.

Provide students with the definition of a census, posing these questions:

How would we go about counting 5™ graders at our school?

What about all students?

How would we count all children in our county?

What might we need to do to count people without access to technology?

15 minutes

Evaluation of
Sources

Referencing the articles from the Day 2 lesson, and using the responses and reasons shared in their
groups the day before, have students collaborate in groups to write their letters to their
representatives.

Be sure to tell students to review the rubric before they begin writing their letter and again before

they submit it.

e Materials: access to internet and computer or other electronic device, printed copies of the
student handout (or make them available to students online).

e Accommodations and Supports: students should be encouraged to review their notes and
written responses from Days 1 and 2. Teacher should be circulating throughout the room to
check for understanding and respond to questions.

30 minutes

Closing

Teacher closes the lesson with a reading of one or two letters and a quick review of the learning
outcomes from the past three days.

5 minutes




