What is a census and why might a country want to conduct one?

Day 1 45 minutes

Learning Students will be able to explain what a census is as well as display key information
Objective from the 1790 census on a map of the early nation.

Project or display a t-chart. At the top, write the question, “What is a
census and why might a country want to conduct one?”

Direct students to copy the t-chart. Students should label the left side
“Think we know” and the right side “Learned”.

Introduction 10 minutes
Have students work in pairs or groups to develop as complete a list as
they can on the left side of the chart. Let students know that it’s okay
for them to put down details they aren’t completely sure of yet.

Ask students to share and compile a class list of what students think
they know about the census.

Pass out blank maps of the United States in 1790 (Document A). In
addition, provide students with a calculator to aid them in finding
percentages.

Evaluation of

25 minutes
Sources

In groups or pairs, have students use the data found in the 1790
Census (Document C) to complete the map. Detailed instructions for
students can be found in Document B. Document D is the key for
teachers.

. Discuss Question #5 with the class as a whole. What conclusions can be .
Closing - . o . 10 minutes
made about the differing geographies, societies, and economies of the

North and South?




