Document H

Teacher Key/Version for Lesson 2
Using color pencils and the 1800 census data and blank map complete the following:

In red, color the states with the first, second, and third highest populations.

In green, color the states with the fourth, fifth, and sixth highest populations.

In brown, color the states with the seventh, eighth, and ninth highest populations.
In blue, color the states with the four lowest population totals.

1) Which three states, including their districts and returns, had the largest populations? (Remember: Kentucky and
Vermont are now recognized as states, so take their numbers into account.) List these states in order of population, from
largest to smallest. Did these states also have the largest populations in 17907

Virginia (886,149, when you combine its three districts)

Pennsylvania (602,545, when you combine its two districts)
New York (586,050, when you add in its supplemental return)

Virginia had the largest population in both 1790 and 1800, according to census data. In 1800, Pennsylvania had the
second-largest population, and New York had the third-largest. Massachusetts moved out of the top three by 1800.
Virginia, New York and Pennsylvania probably saw the largest growth in their economies with such increases in
population.

2) Look at the states from 1790 with the three highest percentages of enslaved people. Calculate their new percentages and
note any differences. What can this tell you about the economies and geography in the South during the year 1800?

South Carolina: 43% Stayed the same

Virginia: 39% Stayed the same

Georgia: 36% Went up one percent

Maryland: 32% Stayed the same

North Carolina: 28% Went up two percent.

Conclusions: Slavery stayed the same or grew with the population of free individuals too. Additionally new territories including
the Indiana and Mississippi territories had slave populations which didn’t exist to the same extent in 1790. The south was
probably still an agrarian economy that relied on the continual supply of slave labor.

3) How many states saw their populations increase from 1790 to 1800? Which state’s population grew the least?

All states saw population increases between 1790 and 1800. The population that grew the least, by only 297 people, was
that of Rhode Island.

4) Of the southern states, which saw the largest increase of enslaved people from 1790 to 1800?
Virginia saw the largest enslaved population increase from 1790 to 1800- 54,341.

5) According to the 1790 Census, Massachusetts (including Maine) was the only state without an enslaved population. Which
other state did not have an enslaved population in 1800?

Massachusetts (including Maine) did not have an enslaved population in either census year. According to census data,
Vermont did not have an enslaved population in 1800.

6) Examine the categories in Item 1: Summative Data From 1790 Census and Item 2: Summative Data From 1800 Census. What
do these categories communicate about American society in the late 18th and early 19th centuries?

Answers will vary: In 1800 there were more categories for women as it did for men. Maybe women were starting to have more
of an important role to American society than in 1790.



