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Teacher Version/Key of Handout Lesson 1

1) Using colored pencils and the provided documents — Item 1: Summative Data From 1790 Census and Item 3: Blank Map,
1790 — color the 15 states on your blank map. Remember: Kentucky and Vermont were not established as states in 1790, and
Maine was part of Massachusetts. Follow these instructions:

In red, color the states with the first, second, and third highest populations.
In green, color the states with the fourth, fifth, and sixth highest populations.
In brown, color the states with the seventh, eighth, and ninth highest populations.

In blue, color the states with the four lowest population totals.

When you're done, use a regular pencil to write a number — from 1 to 15, with 1 being the largest population and 16 being the
smallest — on each state to indicate that state’s population rank.

[1)Virginia, 2) Maine/Massachusetts, 3)Pennsylvania 4) North Carolina, 5)New York, 6)Maryland, 7)South Carolina
8)Connecticut, 9) New Jersey, 10)New Hampshire, 11) Georgia, 12) Rhode Island, 13) Delaware.

2) Summarize your findings about the populations of the 15 states in 1790.

Other than Georgia, the states that were smallest in size had the smallest populations.

Though small in size, Massachusetts (including Maine), New Jersey, and Connecticut had relatively large populations;
therefore, they were densely populated and rooted in trade — not farming.

The national population was somewhat balanced between northern and southern states; however, the southern states
had the largest populations.

3) Work with a partner to write the percentage of enslaved people in each state. Rank the states with the highest slave
population percentages to lowest here.

South Carolina: 43% New York: 6% Maine and Massachusetts: 0%
Virginia: 39% New Jersey: 6%

Georgia: 35% Rhode Island: 1.4%

Maryland: 32% Connecticut: 1.2%

North Carolina: 26% Pennsylvania: .8%

Kentucky: 17% New Hampshire: .1%

Delaware: 15% Vermont: .02%

4) What conclusions can you draw about how slavery affected the populations of southern and northern states?
+ Virginia had the largest number of enslaved people as well as the largest population.

- Only one state, Massachusetts (and Maine) had no enslaved people yet it had the highest population. This could be because it
was an important port city for trading and thus had a flourishing economy that attracted people.

- The population of enslaved people noticeably increased the total population in the South while not impacting the North much
atall.

5) What do the population breakdowns of the northern and southern states tell you about the geography, society, and
economies of the states in the North versus the South?

Answers will vary: The south was much more agrarian and relied on slave labor while the north was more urban and had
economies that were more varied and relied on trading ports and industry.



